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The pandemic haw wrotight ma
jenges, and rhint

for Talian o
C'hertel, who ended up hﬂ.vmi lo sty In
pastport during the winter and npmu mn
or than return (o her eountry, that chal-
lenge hecame an opportunity for her to
axplore her art in new ways. |

Chierici has been dividing her time be-
wween Hastport, New York City and Mi-
lan, Ttaly, for the last two years. She had
planned to return to Italy in March, The
pandemic changed everything. "I had an
appointment in Rome, but I couldn’t go.
Fverything fell apart,” Chierici says. In
the middle of February Italy was consid-
ered the hot spot of the health crisis. “I
was very concerned about my sisters, my
niece and nephew, my aunt.” She talked
with them on the phone every day. “But at
the same time | felt a certain kind of joy at
the challenge of having to rethink my
work.”

While Chierici had lost her “triangle”
of work and social life among the three
places, she felt lucky to be in Eastport
where she had the space to think, to create
and to be safe. “I felt more free,” she says.
“There were no more borders in my work
despite the real borders closed.”

Chierici works on multiple projects at a
time, taking breaks from one to focus on
another. While in Eastport during 2018
she began her Leonardo drawing that is
now the focus of a pop-up show being
held in downtown Eastport for the month
of August. It’s part of a larger project she
created to commemorate the 500th anni-
versary of Leonardo da Vinci’s death in
2019, a marker that was celebrated around
the world by artists, cultural institutions

Htorin

ished in May, she returmed io ey 208
drawing imagining da Vinel a8 # yous
Frvisei.

Using her portable projector, Chieriel

made 16 small puintings based on thet

first portrait. Fach is different, with vary-
ing colors, highlights and tones of hight
and dark. Chierici is known as a colorist
and works 10 a degree in abstractions. With
the Leonardo work for Eastport she
thought, “Why not paint in the so-called
traditional way, but also experiment be-
cause we've found out [with the pandem-
ic] that there is no such thing as a
traditional way. That belongs to the 20th
century. The 21st century has to be wide
open.”

She adds, “In a way | couldn’t have had
this thought if I hadn’t been in Eastport
during the pandemic.”

“Your Leonardo™ is open on Friday,
Saturday and Sunday from 2-4 p.m. at 49
Water Street, the former site of the Eat
Local Eastport shop at The Commons. To
visit, masks, physical distancing and a im-
ited number of people at one time are re-
quired. Chierici is finding the experience
a revelation.  Usually her works hang in
galleries and she rarely interacts with the
public. “People are coming in. They like

it.” She adds, “It’s really fun.”

For more information visit <http://
www.vittoriachierici.com> and look un-

der proposals with a click on the Leonar-
do image.
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UUlTSIDE OF HER POP-SH
arast Vitioria Chierici. who
because of the pandemic
(Lora Whelan photo)
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